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Sumimary

The Ministry of the Environment (MOE) has conducted environmental radiation monitoring
since 2000, when it was newly added to the affairs under its jurisdiction to “carry out monitoring
and measurement for the purpose of grasping the current status of the environment in relation
to radioactive substances” in association with the Central Government Reform in January 2001.
Utilizing the existing facilities of the national acid deposition observation sites, measurement
devices were installed at 10 sites in remote locations around Japan, such as isolated islands in
order to automatically monitor environmental radiation. Additionally, surveys were also
carried out by analyzing the environmental samples collected near the observation sites in
order to understand inter—annual changes in the levels of radioactive concentration and to
identify factors behind them.

Triggered by the occurrence of environmental pollution caused by the radioactive substances
emitted due to the accident at TEPCO’ s Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant (hereinafter
referred to as “the accident”) in March 2011, the Air Pollution Control Law was revised in
June 2013 to provide that, from the viewpoint of protecting people’s health and maintaining
the living environment, the Minister of the Environment shall constantly monitor and publish
the status of air pollution caused by radioactive substances.

In addition, in relation to the survey on environmental radioactivity level carried out by the
Nuclear Regulation Authority, the number of monitoring posts, which were initially installed
one by one in each prefecture, was later increased after the accident, and the measurement
results at all those monitoring posts (298 posts including existing ones) have been released to
the public in real time.

In response to these developments, MOE has decided to carry out monitoring activities in
isolated islands, etc., as well as to receive and publish the results of monitoring activities
conducted in relation to the analytical investigations on the radiatibn dose rates in the air and
the radionuclides (contained in airborne dust and precipitation) carried out by local authorities
under the investigation project on the environmental radioactivity level, etc., executed by the
Nuclear Regulation Authority.

This report presents the results of the environmental radiation monitoring investigation.
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